
SAY
THIS

SAY
THIS

DO 
THIS

DO 
THIS

REMEMBER THIS REMEMBER THIS

LIFE 
APP

LIFE 
APP

© 2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ParentCue.org © 2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ParentCue.org

ELEMENTARY ELEMENTARY

WEEK ONE WEEK ONE

EXODUS 25:8-9; 28:1,3;
31:1-11; 35:21,25,34; 39:42-43
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Leave a note in your child’s room saying, “God 
wants us to work together to do more. What 
can we do together as a family to help each 
other? Think about it and let’s talk at dinner!”
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“Two people are better than one.
They can help each other in everything they do.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

“Two people are better than one.
They can help each other in everything they do.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

COOPERATION—Working together to do
more than you can do alone
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How often as parents do we hear 
ourselves saying, “Just work together. 
Can’t you cooperate?” Sometimes we 
want to pull our hair out wondering if 
our kids will ever cooperate. And in 
those calm, introspective moments as a 
parent (we have those, right?), we have 
to ask ourselves, “Do I cooperate? Is this 
something I model for my kids?” 

See, as much as I’m an extrovert and 
love being around people, I’ve never 
really enjoyed team projects. You know, 
the ones in school where inevitably 
ONE PERSON does the project and 
EVERYONE ELSE takes the credit?  
Yeah. The worst.

But we soon realize in life, that we can’t 
do it alone. We need to learn to work 
with people on school projects, sports 
teams, dance troops, in our homes, and 
in our careers.

Why shouldn’t our homes be the place 
where kids get their first taste of what it 
means to work together?

COOPERATION CREATES
MUTUAL OWNERSHIP.
When kids cooperate in basic upkeep 
around the house, it’s not just the place 
they live, it’s the place they help build. 
This could be as simple as letting them 
decorate their own rooms—choose the 
paint colors and the bed sheets. Sure, 
their style may not be your style, but 
allowing them the freedom to choose 

how their room looks will influence how 
well they take care of their stuff.

COOPERATION OPENS NATURAL 
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. 
When we give kids opportunities to 
cooperate, kids learn basic life skills that 
will prepare them to build their own life 
when it’s time for them to leave the nest. 
For instance, when we invite our kids 
to cook meals with us, they’re learning 
knife skills, cooking temperatures, and 
how to pair flavors together. 

COOPERATION TEACHES 
DEPENDENCE ON OTHERS.
Let’s face it. We can’t get through life on 
our own. We need people who we can 
trust to help us complete the tasks bigger 
than ourselves. We need people around 
us who excel in the areas we struggle.  We 
need people. Our kids can learn about 
who they can trust and how to depend on 
others as they learn to cooperate in our 
family and in our homes.

As we help our kids participate in 
as many ways as they can through 
cooperation, they will begin to discover 
that building something with other 
people can be more fun and exciting 
than what they can build alone.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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